June, 2011
Dear Incoming Sixth Grader,

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you upon your successful completion of Fifth Grade and to send along an early welcome to Grade Six. We look forward to meeting you in the fall!

Traditionally, summer is a time for favorite leisure activities: relaxing with family and friends, taking interesting and fun-filled vacations, swimming and READING!  Your new reading teachers are requesting that each incoming sixth-grader read one book of his/her choice, write a brief summary of the book and recommend the book to the kind of reader who would enjoy it. (Directions provided on back of this sheet) The criteria for the book selection are that the book be age-appropriate, of interest to you, and one that you have not already read.
To help you with your reading selection, a list of this year’s Nutmeg Nominees and the Newbery Award winners for this year have been included.  In January, there is a state-wide voting for Connecticut’s favorite book from the Nutmeg Nominees.  Students who have read several Nutmeg Nominees will be able to cast a vote for their favorite choice. This year, Easton resident, Elise Broach, is among the Nutmeg Nominees for her novel, Masterpiece.  If you haven’t already read it, we recommend it.  It will provide you with hours of reading fun.
By the second week in September (due date September 13th), each student will be asked to share the book s/he has read with the rest of the class.  All sixth-graders are expected to be prepared to share his/her book by the September 13th due date.  Although it isn’t necessary to bring the book to class, if you own the book, it would make a great visual.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer and HAPPY READING!

Sincerely,

Grade Six Language Arts/Reading Teachers

