8th Grade Summer Reading

Task:  Choose one question to answer for each book you read this summer and be prepared to discuss your responses in class during the first week of school.  Write your responses using complete sentences and paragraphs.  Be sure to include specific details such as characters’ names and setting in your answers.  Do not write plot summaries; however, include enough plot so that the reader understands the storyline.  

Purpose:  To explore and respond to literature

Evaluation:  Your responses will be scored using the CMT (Connecticut Mastery Test) scoring rubric for open-ended questions.

Score Point 0:  The response demonstrates very limited or no understanding of the text.  It demonstrates limited or no reflection upon relevant information from the text.

Score Point 1:  The response demonstrates some understanding of the text, but includes limited or no examples from the text to support ideas.

Score Point 2:  The response is thoughtful and demonstrates a clear understanding of the text.  The understanding is clearly supported with examples from the text.

Strategy for answering open-ended questions:
A (answer the question)
C (cite your evidence)
E (explain your answer)
Response choices:  Be sure to write the question on each response sheet so your language arts teacher knows which question you are responding to.
1. What incident, problem, or conflict does the author use to get the novel started?  Discuss the meaning of this event.

2. What does the author do to create suspense and make you want to read on?  Find three examples of this and discuss how effective it is.

3. Select a quote or passage from the book and discuss why this is an important line or passage.

4. What are your likes, dislikes, attitudes about the text?
5. At what point did you find yourself either identifying with the story or disassociating from it?

6. What memory—sight, sound, personal experience—does this book evoke?

7. Using information from the story, write an imaginary journal page of the main character during an important event in the book.

Name_________________________​​​​_____

Response #1 Keep your answers clear and concise.  Use only (but all) of the lines provided.  
Question:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title of Book_________________________Author______________  Genre________________Number of pages_______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________​​​​_____

Response #2 Keep your answers clear and concise.  Use only (but all) of the lines provided.  
Question:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title of Book_________________________Author______________  Genre________________Number of pages_______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
