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August 10, 2010
Dear Parents and Students,

We are looking forward to beginning yet another great year at HKMS on September 1, 2010!

 In this summer mailing, you will find information about schedules, the calendar, extracurricular activities, and other important issues. Please read it carefully and hold on to it until school starts (and after). 

· STUDENT PERFORMANCE

· IMPORTANT DATES

· WHO’S NEW AT HKMS?

· MASTER SCHOOL SCHEDULE

· EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

· PROJECT LEAD THE WAY!

· COMMUNICATION

· YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE

· Agenda Planners

· Attire

· Electronic Devices

· Crisis Response Drills

· Transportation/Dismissal 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE:

Our students did extremely well on the Connecticut Mastery Test. A composite showing the percentage of students who are working at grade level or above will be shared during the evening of Open House on Thursday, September 16  at 7:00 p.m. While we have reason to brag that our students performed well on the state assessments, we recognize that CMT performance alone is not the end product of our educational endeavors. Individual reports will be forwarded once we receive them from the State Department.

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 

· New Student Orientation: Friday, August 277h from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 am. Students new to Easton or incoming 6th graders simply interested in another opportunity to tour the building are encouraged to join Mrs. Thomas, Guidance Counselor, for this informational morning session. Please note that this is the ONLY visitation time that our school offers prior to September 1st.  

· Open House: Thursday, September 16th at 7:00 p.m. – cafeteria.

· Principal/Assistant Principal Coffee: Monday, September 27 at 9:15 a.m. – cafeteria. 

· Early Release Days for staff development: September 24, October 21, November 11, January 7, April 7 and May 24.  Students leave at 12:10p.m. Please note that SSES students have two additional early release days: 12/9 and 3/30.

· Full Day(s) for staff development: Friday, October 8th, 2010 and Friday, January 14th, 2011. In the event of inclement weather, the January date will be moved to Tuesday, January 18th, 2011. Students do not attend school on these days.
· Spring 2011 CMT: The CMT testing window is scheduled for March 1 through March 31, 2011.

WHO’S NEW AT HKMS?

Mr. Steven Marcello will be teaching two 8th grade pre-algebra classes and one period of SRBI (Scientific Research Based Intervention) small group instructional support.  Steven comes to us from the Berlin Public School where he has been teaching 7th and 8th grade Algebra and Pre-Algebra for the past three years. 

Steven attained both his Bachelor of Arts degree and his Masters of Arts from the University of Connecticut and is certified to teach mathematics through 12th grade.  

Kristen Colasante is transferring from SSES and will be joining Dave Breyer as a PE/Health teacher. 

Mrs. Anne Connaughton will be serving as a long-term substitute for Mrs. Sarah Broas. Sarah will be on maternity leave starting in late September and expects to return to HKMS after the holiday recess.  Not a stranger to Easton, Anne served as a reading consultant at SSES for fourteen years. She is coming out of retirement to help us while Sarah is away.

Mr. Ethan Fearn will be teaching Project Lead the Way!  Last year, Ethan completed a full year internship inclusive of student teaching under the guidance of Mr. Art Cockerham.  Ethan is a graduate of Muhlenberg College where he double majored in Mathematics and Natural Science.  He just completed his Masters degree in Secondary Education at Sacred Heart University. 

Mr. Zachary Whitlock will be completing a fourteen week student teaching assignment under the direction of Mr. Robert LaValle. Mr. Whitlock is completing the study of music at Western Connecticut State University.

Dr. Virginia Shaw will be completing her counseling internship under the guidance of Mrs. Patricia Thomas. Dr. Shaw earned her Bachelor of Arts degree (Phi Beta Kappa) with a concentration in Psychology and Philosophy from Wesleyan University in 1990. Awarded a Princeton University Fellowship, she earned her Masters of Arts from Princeton in Cognitive Psychology in June 1992. She is currently finalizing her degree in school counseling at Fairfield University.

MASTER SCHEDULE CHANGES:

Core academic subjects will be taught on a quarterly rotation. Due to staff reductions, Fine and Practical Arts classes will be taught on a trimester schedule.  

As you know, HKMS lost a 1.0 Music Position and a 1.0 Physical Education Position for this coming year.  As a result, Mr. Robert LaValle will be teaching both choral and instrumental students this year and Health will be taught within the Physical Education Program (renamed Wellness).

Impact for Students re: BAND:  Cut by .5, there are obviously less seats available for band instruction. 

· Band will be offered on three of our six day FPA rotation. (not every day)

· We will have two band classes per grade, one of which will be brass and the other woodwind.

·  Class size will not exceed 25 students.

· Students must have at least one year of playing experience on the instrument they choose to play.

· No beginners will be accepted BUT there will be an after-school opportunity for beginners. More information regarding this offering will be communicated by Mr. LaValle in September.

· No percussion classes will be scheduled. Drummers will need to audition in September. Mr. LaValle will choose five drummers per grade. 

· All band students will be asked to sign a contract indicating they will work hard, display positive in-class behavior, practice consistently and will participate in concerts. 

Impact for Students re: CHORUS: Cut by .5, there are obviously less seats available for choral instruction.

· Students in Grade 6 have been selected based on the course selection forms returned by parents. If an incoming 6th grader’s first choice was chorus, s/he is enrolled in chorus.

· Students who did not return any form were scheduled into Wellness. 

· Students in Grades 7 and 8 have been selected to participate via teacher recommendation. Students were chosen by Mrs. Kirk based on behavior and class/concert performance.  

· Chorus will be offered three of our six day FPA rotation.(not every day)

· We will have two choral classes per grade.

· Students who did not return any form were scheduled into Wellness. 

Select Choir: We will be offering Select Choir. It will begin in October. 

Jazz Band: We will be offering Jazz Band. It too will begin in October.

Student Schedules: If you are the parent of a new sixth grade student, please tell your child not to worry about understanding his/her locker, opening the locker, or finding the way around school. The sixth grade teachers will help each student get acquainted with all of our school procedures. As in the past, all students will receive their schedules on the first day of school, September 1,2010.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:

Our Board of Education has approved $27,365.00 toward our extracurricular activities. As we need $34,630 to offer all of our programs, the PTA has generously agreed to allocate the remaining $7,315.00. Thank you PTA!   Please encourage your child to join at least one school organization. Research continuously reminds us that students who are connected to their school perform extremely well academically and mature socially. A list of activities, advisor’s contact information, meeting dates/times will be sent home during the first week of school.

While most of our activities have advisors, we still need to fill some significant openings.

GROUP:






CONTACT:

8TH Grade Government




ADunkerton@eastonps.org; NKlein@eastonps.org;








BWalsh@eastonps.org
Student Council




               TBA
Community Supper




PThomas@eastonps.org
Cooking Club





TBA
*Debate Club





TBA

*Drama  Club




               TBA

Gang Green Club




NCulliton@eastonps.org
Jazz Band





RLaValle@eastonps.org
Math Club





EFearn@eastonps.org
Newspaper Club 




TBA

Peer Leadership





PThomas@eastonps.org
*Select Choir





TBA

Track Team 




     
KAstle@eastonps.org; 
BWalsh@eastonps.org

Weather Club





LMaggi@eastonps.org
Yearbook





CHarrington@eastonps.org
*If you know of any individual (s) interested in advising the “TBA” clubs, please let me know. 

PROJECT  LEAD THE WAY!

Construction of our new “Engineering and Innovation Lab” began in early July and has not stopped since! HKMS’s Tech Ed room has been torn down and built back up again: brighter, better, stronger.

Once Mrs. Bernadette Waterman (President, Easton Learning Foundation) announced at the 2nd annual ELF trivia bee that $115,000 had been raised to support the lab for five years, the hum of drills, hammers and saws were heard traveling up the hallway every day this summer!

The “Engineering and Innovation Lab” will be a somewhat structured playground for curiosity. Every student in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade will participate in this program for one trimester this year. The PLTW curriculum is an activity-oriented, five-unit middle school program designed to help all students explore math, science and technology through courses that require hands-on exploration and problem solving. 

Plan to visit the lab on Open House Night. We would love to share the experience with you!  

COMMUNICATION:  

We love to be in touch. You can expect:

· Weekly, an email update from your child’s team 

· As needed, you will receive a Principal’s update detailing school-wide news

· Monthly, the Cougar Connection will arrive on or about the 1st of the month. Co-authored with the PTA, this newsletter contains pertinent information on a variety of relevant issues.

· Quarterly, you will be invited to attend a Principal/Assistant Principal Coffee.

· The HKMS Handbook, the Program of Studies, the school calendar, and other interesting information will continue to be available on our school web site, www.helenkellerps.org

To receive the above communications, kindly do the following today:

First, send an email to JDiPalma@eastonps.org which includes your child/children’s names, grade(s), and the email address at which you would like us to contact you. If you do not have email at home or at work, please call our school office and we will make certain your child receives hard copies of any information we send home.

Secondly, please return the Emergency Forms and Grade Team Log Sheets that were sent home in a previous mailing this past June. These forms should be submitted to the attention of Mrs. Barbara Neff in the main office or to your child’s homeroom teacher. 
Thirdly, please sign up for the Central Office listserv. You may do so through our web site.
(If you no longer have a child at SSES, please unregister yourself from the SSES Listserve).

YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE:
Agenda Planners:  Thanks again to the generosity of our PTA, all students will receive an agenda planner on the first day of school. Students are expected to record their homework assignments in their planner. The agenda planner also contains our student handbook for easy reference and provides space for brief notes between teachers and parents. Please review the handbook with your child (ren), sign and return the tear-off page of permissions to each child’s homeroom teacher.  For future reference, our handbook is also available on our website. 

Attire: All HKMS students are expected to be well groomed and dressed with pride and respect for themselves, their fellow students, and their school. Students may not wear clothing or other items that are distracting to the class. Guidelines include but are not limited to:
· Clothing should reflect basic standards for modesty and provide sufficient, age-appropriate coverage. Sexually suggestive T-shirts, shirts depicting drugs or violence, shirts promoting cigarettes, or alcohol, shirts with vulgar language or pictures are inappropriate for school and are not permitted. If necessary, we will call you to bring a change of clothes to school for your child.

· Spaghetti straps, midriff length shirts, or shorts that do not provide adequate coverage are not considered appropriate for school. Straps on a sleeveless shirt/dress or tank top should be two inches wide. Underwear should not be exposed.

· Shorts and skirts must reach beyond the hand as it lies against one’s side.

· Appropriate footwear is required at all times. High-heeled footwear, slippers, and wheelies are not appropriate for school and present a safety hazard.

· Pajamas are not considered appropriate attire except when allowed for a fundraising event.

Electronic Devices: Students are not permitted to use electronic signaling and cellular radio-telecommunication devices. Electronic signaling devices include pocket – and all similar – electronic paging devices, cellular phones, I-Pods, walkmans, personal digital assistants (PDAs) blackberries, etc.  If a student uses an electronic device during the school day, it will be confiscated until the end of the day, and a parent will be notified. Parental retrieval of the device will be required and there may be student consequences. Please remember that HKMS does not accept responsibility for these items if they are brought to school.

School Crisis Response Drills: Public Act 09-131; signed by Governor Rell  on June 18, 2009 requires schools   to substitute  crisis response drills once every three months in lieu of a fire drill.   In collaboration with the Easton Police Department, Mrs. Kaplan and I have developed a schedule for the required drills. 
Transportation/Dismissal Procedures: We plan on posting bus routes on the er9 website, www.er9.org on August 18th. Both the password and user id will be ‘firststudent’. Check our web page for the ‘window’ of times during which HKMS routes will be available. Please know that some of the buses have changed numbers. In order for you to find your child’s bus number, you will be prompted to enter your address. If you have any safety concerns or wish to opt out of bus service for the 10-11 school year, please contact Eva Colligan, Business Manager, EColligan@er9.org.

All students are expected to ride their assigned bus to and from school unless the school office receives a written notice with a parent signature indicating a change in after-school arrangements that would require a student to ride a different bus.  Please discuss daily dismissal plans with your child before they come to school each day. This routine will minimize students leaving lunch to call you. 

Parents are encouraged to sign a permanent dismissal slip that allows pickup at dismissal, walker and/or bike permission. This permission slip pertains to end of the day dismissal arrangements. Remember that homeroom teachers do not accept daily notes. If you are dropping your child off or picking them up, you must use the designated area which is accessed by taking the first right turn as you reach the school. Please stay in a single lane and try to be prompt in your drop off as we strive to avoid any congestion issues and maintain a safe environment for our students as they enter school.

In the event of an early dismissal due to inclement weather, parents will not be contacted. Information about early dismissals can be obtained via the HKMS web site or via local radio stations. Students will be sent home on their assigned bus unless the student has a signed permanent dismissal slip on file or the office receives written notice of alternate arrangements for each occurrence.

News from ChartWells Dining Services:

Lunch prices will remain the same as last year. HKMS cost is $2.75. Milk is $.50. We are entering our second year with the NutriKids Point of Sale system. You may place money on your child’s account on line by entering the NutriKids Website. Go to the er9.org website; enter school lunch where you will find NutriKids as well as menus. This system also allows us to track how your child is spending his or her money. If you have any difficulty, please call Ann Metcalf, Director of Dining Services at 203-938-0862. 

The Helen Keller Middle School Staff and I look forward to welcoming you on September 1st. Meanwhile, I hope you enjoy the remainder of your summer vacation!

Very truly  yours,

Joan C. Parker 
HELEN KELLER MIDDLE SCHOOL�360 Sport Hill Road Easton, CT 06612-1714


Phone: (203) 268-8651 Fax: (203) 268-6105


			www.helenkellerps.org








Mrs. Joan Parker, Principal                                 Mrs.  Susan Kaplan, Assistant Principal
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